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— The MAiUNG DATE of this communication appears on the caver sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAIUNG DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- EAtfinsfrnft flf time may tm awBabte unto 1 m& periston of 37 CFR 1 .1 m (a>. in m &wm, iiawwr, My a wpfy be- Sfen^y ftw 

alter OIK m MZMVtm !fr<m the mating dste of ttols crarenimteafflon.. 

- it in* p#noo tor reply «|wcm«o * wm mmmmn my to <nyt, « wpry wnin m tummiry miraimm of imy cw) wm 

&a ooraideroGl tlrr»ly. 

- iff HO piriodl to rapfe Hi spvtiftaJ afr&m ih# rndP^hmim tMitay wirf wl apply and will erapw SIX ffl MONTHS from Km mm\m date of ih& 

Mmmuittcailcifl. 

- ■ - Failure to impry within ttw set w M&MBd pom for repDy will, by mm®, caw llw applicator* 5o &bcq™ ASANOONED <3» 0-S-C. s 1 33). 
Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) UW is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

a)QAII b)D Some*c)Q None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been: 

1. Q received. 

2. Q received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number) . 

3-D received in this National Stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received, 

14) Q Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) [3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) [>3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 



18) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

1 9) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

20) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 3-98) 



Office Action Summary 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C § 112 



1 . Claim 7 (and therefore 8-10) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 2— paragraph, 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

The term "said microcontroller" lacks antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 US.C § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-6, and as far as understood, claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as 
being fully anticipated by Bensoussan et al. (U.S. Patent 5,025,134), ^Pearlman et al. (U.S. 
Patent 4,649,323), Simmons (U.S. Patent 5,481,452) and Weber (U.S. Patent 4,878,010). 
Bensoussan et al., Pearlman et al, Simmons, and Weber show, an apparatus for selectively 
energizing an AC electrical load comprising a gate-enabled thyristor alternating between on and 
off, dc power derived from the ac supply, zero voltage detector and a microcontroller, all of 
which are presumably mountable since they are light controllers. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



4. 



No claims are allowable over the prior art of record. 



Conclusion 



5. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



Rothenbuhler (U.S. Patent 5,955,847) shows an apparatus for selectively energizing an 
AC electric load. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Examiner Riley whose telephone number is 703.305.3487. The 
Examiner can normally be reached Monday through Thursday from 7:30-6:00 p.m. Eastern 
Standard Time. The fax phone number for this Group is 703.305.7731 or 7732. Any inquiry of 
a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 703.308.1782. 



Shawn Riley 
Primary Examiner 




